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Structure of talk

 Aimed at audience 

range 

 Brief history of deer 

management

 Current issues

 Future

 Role of research 



Deer stalking history



Deer stalking history



Deer as an icon



Government intervention - history

 7 public enquiries between 1872 – 1954 on 

problem of control of red deer

 1959 Deer (Scotland) Act

 Damage to agriculture and forestry

 Red Deer Commission established



1959



1996 Deer (Scotland) Act

 Update of 1959 Act

 Natural heritage issues

 Deer Commission for Scotland

 Voluntary control agreements 

 Large-scale culls



Wild Deer: A National Approach

 2008 joint agency

 Vision and 

mechanisms for  

sustainable deer 

management 

 Wide range of issues

 Action plan and 

stakeholders



Country Sports Tourism Group 

 Lists providers

 Gives information

 Beginners package

 Training course in 

customer care



Best Practice Guidance

 Best information 

available

 Guides and events

 Working with clients

 Other organisations 

training



Current issues



Current issues – animal welfare



Wildlife and Natural Environment 

Bill

 Final Bill launched shortly

 Proposals to date link rights to range of 
responsibilities:

 Sustainable Deer Management supported by 
code of practice and competence

 Inclusive voluntary deer management 
planning and delivery with backstop 
compulsory powers



Role of research

 Underpinning 

decisions

 Stakeholder 

engagement – and 

fatigue

 Knowledge exchange

 Language



Final thoughts

 Culture and traditions 
important – how 
maintain?

 Role of Government?

 Integration of land 
uses – Land Use 
Strategy

 Gap between rural and 
urban understanding


