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The second reference group meeting in Akureyri, Iceland, May 18th 2009

Summary for transnational dissemination

Meeting agenda: 

1. Status up to date in the project
2. Presentation: Edward H. Huijbens director of Icelandic Tourism Research Centre talks about sustainable tourism
3. Increasing of the reindeer population in Iceland
4. First results about social sustainability in Iceland - discussion
5. Summary of discussions of the second reference group meetings in Finland and Sweden
6. ESRS-conference in Finland and Seminar on social sustainability in Sweden presented
List of participants can be found in Appendix 1

1. Introduction

Hjördís presented an update of activities in work packages of the project since the last reference group meeting. 
2. Presentation: Edward H. Huijbens director of ITRC
Dr. Edward H. Huijbens, Director of ITRC gave a presentation of sustainability in tourism and some issues of consideration of sustainability a tourism perspective.  
3. Increasing of the reindeer population in Iceland
Elvar Árni Lund from SKOTVÍS - Icelandic Hunting and Shooting Association presented a brochure featuring ideas and reasoning of increasing the Icelandic reindeer population recently published by SKOTVÍS. Elvar Árni informed that ideas of increasing the Icelandic reindeer population have surfaced from time to time but never seriously considered. SKOTVÍS will arrange a conference in the autumn about the subject and is planning a course for hunters. SKOTVÍS also wants to invite Icelandic regional municipalities into a dialogue about the subject.

Opinions are both for and against increasing of the reindeer population and those were discussed. Limitations for tourism operators about reindeer hunting were discussed. It is not possible to for tourism operators to guarantee reindeer hunting license for their customers. A total of 3200 hunters applied for a reindeer hunting license for the hunting season of 2009 and only 1333 licenses were available. Tourism operators are interested in making more use of the reindeer hunting in East Iceland. The organisation Reindeer: A Resource in East Iceland has been founded. The question of what exactly would be the problem with the increase of the reindeer population in Iceland would be. It was discussed that the problem might be political and closely related to traditions. But the fact is that there is high demand for reindeer hunting in Iceland. However, the system of dispensation of reindeer hunting licenses by a simple draw works in many ways very well. 
Conflicts between reindeer hunters and farmers were discussed. In some areas the sheep have been “coming down” from the mountains when hunters go up to hunt reindeer which causes problems for sheep farmers. It was also discussed that reindeers are drawn to newly cultivated land which causes problems for landowners. Someone asked if it was known why the reindeers are drawn to newly cultivated land i.e. whether it was the salt and other minerals.

Everyone agreed that there are many issues that have to be solved before the population would be increased and it would have to be done in agreement with everyone. There are very different points of view on the subject.  
4. First results about social sustainability in Iceland
The group was asked permission to record the discussions. The Icelandic team stressed that particular comments could not be traced to individuals and that the data would not become public. The discussions of the reference group would be a part of the data of WP 2. Everyone gave their consent to that. After that, Eyrún presented a short overview of social sustainability, the study, interest groups and methods to the reference group. Prior to the meeting Eyrún had sent a summary from the interviews to the group based on the common analysis frame. In addition Eyrún presented a few themes that the Icelandic team had drawn from the interviews about hunting tourism in Iceland and social sustainability. These were: Traditions (how hunting has always been in Iceland), ethics, organization/management of hunting, hunting rights and tourism involvement. These themes were discussed. 
5. Summary of discussions of the second reference group meetings in Finland and Sweden
Eyrún shortly presented a summary of the topics from the second reference group meetings in Finland and Sweden. The group found this very useful and looks forward to hearing about the next sessions in the other countries.
6. ESRS-conference in Finland and seminar on social sustainability in Sweden presented
Hjördís introduced two upcoming events. 1) The XXIII European Society for Rural Sociology Congress which will be held in Vaasa, Finland 17th-21st of August 2009. The Icelandic team will give a presentation about making use of landowners hunting rights in Iceland by developing sustainable hunting tourism which will be based on the results from WP2. 2) The first North Hunt seminar in Umeå, Sweden 28th-29th of September where the theme will be “Social Sustainability of Hunting Tourism in Peripheral Areas”. The Icelandic team explained that it would be great if representatives from the Icelandic interest groups could participate in this seminar. The group was very interested in both events and it was decided to check if it would be financially possible to have any Icelandic representatives of the interest groups to participate in these events - at least in the Swedish seminar. 
Appendix 1

Members of the Icelandic reference group

Present: 

Ásmundur Helgi Steindórsson (ParX – Icelands Premium Business Consulting Service)

Bjarni Pálsson (Environment Agency of Iceland)

Elvar Árni Lund (SKOTVÍS – Icelandic Hunting and Shooting Association)

Emil Björnsson (Icelandic Reindeer Guides Association)

Eyrún Jenný Bjarnadóttir (Icelandic Tourism Research Centre)

Guðbjörg H. Jóhannesdóttir (The Farmers Association of Iceland)

Hjördís Sigursteinsdóttir (RHA – The Research Centre of the University of Akureyri)

Sigríður Bragadóttir (Vopnafjörðurs Agricultural Association)

Absent: 

Anna Sigurðardóttir (FA Travel) 
Ásta Þorleifsdóttir (East Iceland Tourism Marketing Agency)

Jón Ágúst Jónsson (East Iceland Environmental Research Institute)

N.N. (Entrepreneur in hunting tourism)
Yann Kolbeinsson (Fuglavernd – Birdlife Iceland)
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