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The first reference group meeting in Akureyri, Iceland February 26th 2009

Summary for transnational dissemination

1. Meeting agenda: 

2. Introduction

3. Presentation of the North Hunt project

4. The role of the group

5. Discussion

6. Summary of discussions of the first reference group meetings in Finland and Sweden

7. Future activities

1. Introduction

All participants introduced themselves (see Appendix 1) 
2. Presentation of the North Hunt project

Hjördís presented the project, objectives and financing. After the presentation the group discussed access to game and limitations in reindeer hunting. The possibility to expand the reindeer habitation area was discussed. There is need for more research. It also came up that a reindeer hunting conference will be held in the spring. Hjördís also presented the internal evaluation of the project. Two individuals were nominated from the group: Ásmundur Helgi Steindórsson (ParX) and Emil Björnsson (Icelandic Reindeer Guides Association). 
3. The role of the group

Eyrún presented the role of the reference group, shortly explained the group’s objectives and also explained a few practical details for future meetings. Eyrún also presented the WPs of the project and what can be expected from the research done in the project.
4. Discussion

Two questions were sent in advance to the reference group: 

1. What does sustainable hunting tourism include in your opinion?

2. What do we need to consider in developing sustainable hunting tourism in Iceland?

· Vopnafjörðurs Agricultural Association has plans to map the hunting areas in the region for more efficient information flow for landowners and hunters about the exact location of the hunting areas. This idea received positive reaction from the other members of the reference group and the group agreed that this form could be exemplary as a model for other hunting areas in Iceland. 

· Limitations in shorter hunting seasons. The draw for reindeer hunting licenses takes normally place in February each year. All hunters who plan to hunt reindeer in Iceland must apply for a reindeer hunting license which is issued by drawing. From a tour operator’s point of view the reindeer hunting arrangement is often considered as a barrier since the tour operators cannot guarantee that their foreign customers get a reindeer hunting license. The application for a license must be sent to the Reindeer Committee in Iceland in early February and the draw takes place later that month. This can prove to be a lot of work preparing applications that sometimes is done free of charge with great uncertainty factors. Ideas about a special quota in reindeer hunting for foreign hunters were discussed. Only 12 foreign hunters got a reindeer hunting license in the draw for the 2009 hunting season. 

· Sustainability does not include unlimited hunting. Only a few hunters practice limitless hunting (shooting game in great quantity) but the hunters’ image is not good and needs to be corrected.

· The possibility for North Hunt being a brand was discussed. It could lead to welcoming hunters who are not interested in unlimited hunting, but we need to have consistent sustainable products to target those hunters. The North Hunt brand could function as a buffer between responsible landowners and responsible hunters. 

· Monitoring models were discussed and we have an exemplary monitoring model for reindeer hunting which includes a control that guaranties sustainable hunting. www.rjupa.is is an experimental website for controlling ptarmigan hunting in East Iceland, but such a system could also entail more safety for the hunters. Whatever kind of monitoring model should not make hunting more difficult in any ways. It should make hunting easier for domestic and foreign hunters and also make it easier for landowners to communicate with hunters.

· Landowners would like to have The Icelandic Hunting and Shooting Association to organize hunting, but landowners feel that good conduct during hunting is vital. 

5. Summary of discussions of the first reference group meetings in Finland and Sweden

Eyrún presented a few slides containing a summary of the discussions from the first reference group meetings in Finland and Sweden. The group found this very useful and discussed some of the points presented on the slides in an Icelandic hunting tourism context. 

6. Future activities

Eyrún presented the future activities of the reference group. The next meetings will be about more specific themes of the project along with the latest research findings and these will be used to provoke further discussions on hunting tourism development. 
Appendix 1

Members of the Icelandic reference group

Present: 

Elvar Árni Lund (SKOTVÍS – Icelandic Hunting and Shooting Association)

Emil Björnsson (Icelandic Reindeer Guides Association)

Guðbjörg H. Jóhannesdóttir (The Farmers Association of Iceland)

Ásta Þorleifsdóttir (East Iceland Tourism Marketing Agency)

Ásmundur Helgi Steindórsson (ParX – Icelands Premium Business Consulting Service)

Jón Ágúst Jónsson (East Iceland Environmental Research Institute)

Sigríður Bragadóttir (Vopnafjörðurs Agricultural Association)

Eyrún Jenný Bjarnadóttir (Icelandic Tourism Research Centre)

Hjördís Sigursteinsdóttir (RHA – The Research Centre of the University of Akureyri)

Lára Guðmundsdóttir (RHA – The Research Centre of the University of Akureyri)

Absent: 

Bjarni Pálsson (Environment Agency of Iceland)

Yann Kolbeinsson (Fuglavernd – Birdlife Iceland)

Anna Sigurðardóttir (FA Travel)

N.N. (Entrepreneur in hunting tourism)
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